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May 10, 2002

Lawrence Evans
Attn:  Mark Gronceski
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1600 Executive Parkway, Suite 210
Eugene, OR 97401

RE: Biological Opinion on the effects of issuing USACE Clean Water Act Section 404 permit #2002-
00109 for construction activities at the Leaburg Dam Fish Ladders, McKenzie River, Oregon

Dear Mr. Evans:

Enclosed is the final biological opinion on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) proposed
issuance of Clean Water Act Section 404 permit #2002-00109 for construction activities at Eugene
Water & Electric Board’s (EWEB) Leaburg Dam fish ladders on the McKenzie River, Oregon.  This
document represents National Marine Fisheries Service’s (NMFS) biological opinion on the effects of
the proposed action on Upper Willamette River (UWR) chinook salmon and designated critical habitat
in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) as amended (16 USC 1531
et seq.).  This consultation is also being provided to EWEB as the permit applicant.

On September 6, 2001, NMFS and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) issued a joint biological
opinion on the operation of the Leaburg-Walterville Hydroelectric Project (FERC# 2496), including the
conservation measures included in EWEB’s Biological Report, and license amendments that were
developed by NMFS, USFWS, EWEB, and FERC separated staff.  On December 18, 2001, FERC issued
EWEB an amended license that requires replacement of the non-functioning right bank ladder and
modification of the left bank ladder at Leaburg Dam.

The proposed construction at the Leaburg Dam fish ladders prompted the need for a Clean Water Act
Section 404 permit from the USACE.  NMFS prepared this biological opinion in response to USACE’s
April 3, 2002, letter requesting formal consultation on the potential effects of issuing a Clean Water Act
Section 404 permit for the Leaburg Dam fish ladders construction activities on UWR chinook salmon.

NMFS concludes in this opinion that the proposed construction activities are not likely to jeopardize the
continued existence of UWR chinook salmon.  The issuance of a Clean Water Act Section 404 permit
for the construction activities at the Leaburg Dam fish ladders will ultimately improve
passage conditions for UWR chinook salmon through the installation and modification




